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Zoning Board of Adjustment 
Hinsdale NH 
December 13, 2016 

 

Present:  Chair John Smith, Lewis Major, James MacDonell and Jim Waters and Ken Howe.  Todd Page was 
absent.  CDC Kathryn Lynch was excused. Kim P. Worden was present.  The two applicants and five members 
of the public were present. 

7:20 p.m. Chair Smith called the meeting to order and read the Notice of Public Hearing for the  Administrative 
Appeal submitted by Stephen and Carlene Momaney.  The applicant seeks a variance from Article V, Section 6 
of the Regulations of the Zoning Ordinance to permit chickens on their lot in the Residential District, case 
#1116. 
 
Chair Smith stated that the application is to appeal the administrative decision of the Building Inspector 
regarding having chickens.  Chair Smith asked them to present the appeal: 
 
Mrs. Momaney stated they have chickens as a hobby.  They don’t allow them to go free and they are in an 
existing chicken house.  They indicated that they previously had a rooster but got rid of it.  The eggs are not 
sold; they give away what they don’t use.  Mrs. Momaney stated that she can’t eat store bought eggs. 
 
Neighbors Liz Gringeri, Dave Gringeri, their son and daughter attended.  Liz spoke stating that the chickens do 
not bother them, they are not running free, and they don’t see this as presenting a problem.  Liz asked why they 
weren’t allowed.  Chair Smith explained that they are not allowed in a residential district.  Zoning Ordinances 
have been in effect since the late 70’s or early 80’s and now it is against the Zoning Ordinance to have them.  
Steve Momaney stated that the lot is 3 to 3½ acres and the coop has been there for many years.  Chair Smith 
stated that the area is zoned residential.  Chair Smith asked if anyone else was in favor.  Mr. Gringeri spoke 
stating that the Momaneys don’t eat the chickens, it’s not a slaughterhouse, it’s a hobby, and they may even be 
considered pets. 
 
Chair Smith summarized that the applicants are raising chickens for consumption and giving (eggs) away.  
Abutters here see no issue. 
 
Hearing no further questions or comments, Chair Smith closed the public hearing. 
 
Mr. MacDonell noted that this started as an appeal. Discussion followed. Comments included that presumably 
there was a complaint filed, the chickens probably would not be seen if driving by.  Mr. Major questioned 
where are they if they filed a complaint.  Chair Smith noted that this appears to be a complaint acted on by Rod 
Lawrence, complaint #2016-161, the witness was Mike Darcy.  The applicants were advised by the code officer, 
Rodney Lawrence, to remove the chickens within 20 days or seek an appeal with ZBA.  They were here to 
contest the order.  Mr. Howe asked how many chickens they had.  Applicants responded that they have eleven 
chickens.  They indicated they previously had a rooster but the rooster is gone.  Mr. MacDonell noted that his 
concern is that the town at some point decided they didn’t want this allowed in the residential district.  Mr. 
Major feels that if neighbors are not upset, they should be able to do what they want.  He gave examples of 
other types of exceptions.  He stated the reason we are here is to make exceptions to ordinances.  Mr. Howe 
asked if we could stipulate as to the number of chickens allowed if everyone agreed.  The answer was yes, if it 
was with a motion as to the conditions.   
 



2 
 
Chair Smith summarized the matter:   
 
The applicants have some chickens in a residential area; it’s prohibited. 
The rooster was removed.  The chickens are in an area behind the house.  The adjacent lot behind is rural 
agricultural.  The Board may possibly make a motion pertaining to this.   
 
Mr. MacDonell made a motion to accept the facts, seconded by Mr. Waters.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Chair Smith indicated that he would entertain a motion to either grant or deny the request to override the 
administrative appeal. 
 
Mr. Waters made a motion to grant the appeal, subject to a maximum of chickens to 15, that there be no rooster 
or free-ranging.  Mr. Howe seconded this motion.  The vote is as follows:  Smith-aye, Major-aye; Waters-aye, 
Howe-aye, MacDonell-no.  Motion passes. 
 
Mr. MacDonell made a motion to approve the minutes of 10/11/16, as amended with one word removed.  Mr. 
Waters seconded.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Mr. MacDonell made a motion to adjourn.  He was seconded by Mr. Waters.  The motion passes unanimously.  
The meeting ended at 7:45 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,      

 

Kim P. Worden    


