Select Board Meeting Minutes
Monday, October 20, 2025 meeting held at Hinsdale Town Hall

Present: Chairman Steve Diorio, Selectman Richard Johnson, Selectman Mike Carrier, and Selectman Bernie
Rideout. Also present were T.A. Kathryn Lynch, Kim Worden, Gary Sibley, Ann Diorio, Jessica Green, Bob
Truesdell, Josh Green, and Chief Melissa Evans.

6:00 p.m. Chair Diorio called the meeting to order.

Selectman Carrier made a motion to approve the manifests of October 14, 2025 and October 20, 2025 and
public and non-public minutes of October 6, 2025, second by Rideout. The vote was as follows: Diorio-aye;
Johnson-aye; Carrier-aye; and Rideout-aye. Motion passes.

Chair Diorio stated that Selectman Hodgman was unable to make the meeting tonight.
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Ann Diorio provided a list of non-public minutes for 2013. She recommended unsealing of most with the
resealing of eight of them.

Selectman Johnson made a motion to unseal minutes from 3/4/13 to 12/16/13, as presented, second by
Carrier. The vote was as follows: Diorio-aye; Johnson-aye; Carrier-aye; and Rideout-aye. Motion passes.

Selectman Rideout made a motion to reseal minutes of 3/4/2013 to 11/11/2013 as presented, second by
Carrier. The vote was as follows: Diorio-aye; Johnson-aye; Carrier-aye; and Rideout-aye. Motion passes.

Ann gave a list of the non-public minutes for next week. In researching, she found issues from 2008 having
only 3 non-publics. T.A. Lynch discovered more on the computer. Ann will recheck them and move forward
from there.

Ann read an email from Selectman Hodgman. He is still working on his revisions and agrees to approve them
and come back to them as needed.

Selectman Carrier made a motion to approve as final reading Policy number 2025-23 (Credit Card Policy),
2025-24 (Financial Management Policy), 2025-25 (Internal Controls for Grant Funding), 2025-43 (Keys to Town
Buildings), 2025-44 (Curfew Regulation), 2025-45 (Data Risk Management Policy), 2025-46 (Records
Retention); and 2025-47 (Taxi Cabs), second by Rideout following his question on whether the Community
Center dept. head is aware with an affirmative answer on 2025-23. The vote was as follows: Diorio-aye;
Johnson-aye; Carrier-aye; and Rideout-aye. Motion passes.

Selectman Rideout made a motion to approve as first reading Policy numbers 2025-31 (Acceptance of Roads),
2025-32 (Curb Cut Cost), 2025-33 (Granting Curb Cuts Onto Public Road Ways), 2025-34 (Mail Boxes), 2025-40
(Code of Conduct all Committees), 2025-41 (Signed Code of Ethics each Committee), second by Johnson. The
vote was as follows: Diorio-aye; Johnson-aye; Carrier-aye; and Rideout-aye. Motion passes.

Ann suggested that once these are final, Selectmen Representatives bring them to their committees.
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New Business:

Kim presented two appointments: For Chris Meyers as alternate on Millstream Community Recreation
Committee; and Sean Leary for Conservation Committee Member. Selectman Rideout made a motion to
approve appointments of Chris Meyers and Sean Leary, second by Carrier. The vote was as follows: Diorio-
aye; Johnson-aye; Carrier-aye; and Rideout-aye. Motion passes.

T.A. Reports/Requests:

T.A. Lynch presented the MS-535 Financial Report of the Budget prepared by auditor which will go to the DRA.
Selectman Carrier made a motion to sign the MS-535, second by Rideout. The vote was as follows: Diorio-aye;
Johnson-aye; Carrier-aye; and Rideout-aye. Motion passes.

She shared that Selectman Hodgman reached out to her. He will not be in attendance this week or next. He
had updates from the Budget Committee. They were provided with a copy of the 535 and a timeline.
Discussion took place re: joint meeting with Select Board and Department Heads and consensus was that this
may potentially save department heads from attending more than once. Next meeting is November 19th. She
asked for the Board’s thoughts on this.

T.A. Lynch informed the Board that COLA is at 3.4% and department heads have until next Monday to submit
budgets. HealthTrust information was received. Health Insurance is at 4.9% increase, Dental at 4.4% increase
No change in Life, small change in STD with no rate yet. Other life insurance rates and programs are being
looked into.

She presented a letter for signatures. Raven Solomon has received his Grade 1 Wastewater Operator
Certificate. Letter includes S1 increase effective 11/4/25. Selectman Rideout made a motion to sign the letter
to Raven, second by Johnson. The vote was as follows: Diorio-aye; Johnson-aye; Carrier-aye; and Rideout-aye.
Motion passes.

T.A. Lynch mentioned the need for a cleaning person on Saturdays at the Community Center. She would like
to review and put it into the Budget for the Board to review. Also, the need for a part-time Parks person.

APEX will be on site tomorrow at Canal Street and the site should be cleared by December 1%, according to
Town Attorney Chris Hawkins.

T.A. Lynch mentioned that they met with the group for a Bridge Meeting.
She read a letter received from Senator Denise Ricciardi, who is out of the country while the Senate is
not in session. NH DOT recommended that we contact the Fire Chief for a controlled burn. Chief
Zavorotny will do this quarterly, once the burn ban is lifted. DOT will be bringing financial information
back to the group regarding different ideas that were talked about. DOT will be selling the island, aside
from the ROW (road). Hinsdale will have first right of refusal. Island is owned by DOT and Great River
Hydro. Josh has been working very hard with Brattleboro on Northern Borders Grant for the Rail
Trestle Bridge engineer study to deck the bridge. DOT will assist with approvals from wastewater to
cross this bridge. Brattleboro will not accept types of BOD (commercial restaurant) waste but will
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accept others. We asked them for flow rate, capacity and charges (looking at towns like Bellows
Falls/Walpole and Springfield/Charlestown). They are at 50% capacity and this will be a big expense.
NH DOT plans to cut $400 million of projects across NH to balance the ten-year budget. Dave
Rodrigue, Assistant Commissioner, will attend a Selectmen’s Meeting re: moving forward. We just
need to invite him. Brattleboro is willing to assist with maintaining the space and would like to have a
meeting to discuss this further with the Select Board as a group.

Discussion followed to include: Bridges to stay gated unless renovations are done. Then gates will be taken

off. If we refuse renovations, money will go back to the state. State will retain ownership and liability and

maintain as needed but won’t mow. They’d like an answer and to get together and discuss with the full board.

Josh added that they really need a decision from this Board as we’re at a standstill. Concerns, frustration,

thoughts and opinions were voiced. T.A. Lynch will reach out to Dave Rodrigue to see when he wants to come

in and meet with the Board.
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Board Comments:
Selectman Rideout has a Planning Board meeting tomorrow at 6.

There will be a Conservation Committee workshop on Friday to go over portion of the Master Plan.
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Public comments:

Ann Diorio mentioned a Parks and Rec Meeting to take place on Thursday. Jess Green added the importance
of having someone from the Select Board there.

Further discussion took place on procedures for budget season.
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6:48 p.m. Selectman Johnson made a motion to adjourn, second by Rideout. The vote was as follows: Diorio-
aye; Johnson-aye; Carrier-aye; and Rideout-aye. Motion passes.

Respectfully Submitted,

Kim P. Worden,
Secretary



