
 
 
Planning Board 
Town of Hinsdale, NH 
Meeting September 18, 2018 
 
Present: Chair Sean Leary, CDC Kathryn Lynch, Stefan Zielonko, Ann Diorio, Megan Kondrat, Shawn 
Lee and Selectman Mike Darcy.  Tom Woodbury was excused.  Applicants were present. 
 
6:30pm Chair Leary read the public notice for an Application for Minor Site Plan Development 
Review, submitted by Debra R. Moody, Tax Map 19 Lot 10, 687 Brattleboro Rd., in the 
Roadside Commercial District, Zone A.  Applicant proposes to add four more self-storage 
buildings.  Selectman Darcy made a motion to accept the application.  He was seconded by S. 
Zielonko.  The motion passed unanimously.  Stephen and Debra Moody explained that they 
would like to add four more units to the property.  Two by the driveway coming in and two in 
the back of the property.  There was a site plan to review that depicted the locations of the 
proposed units.  With no questions from the public Chair Leary asked for questions or comments 
from the Board. 
 
Selectman Darcy mentioned that the Building Inspector noted that a building permit is required 
and the buildings need to be built to code.   
 
S. Lee asked if the buildings come prebuilt.  (Yes). 
 
Chair Leary commented that they are just adding units to the property, no other changes. 
 
Selectman Darcy made a motion to approve the site plan.  He was seconded by S. Lee.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
Application for Minor Site Plan Development Review, submitted by Norm’s Marina Inc., Tax 
Map 36 Lots 1 & 1-1, 1349 Brattleboro Rd., in the Roadside Commercial District, Zone A.  
Applicant proposes to host music concerts.   Noted error of address on the public notice, correct 
address 1347 not 1349.  With this correction Selectman Darcy made a motion to accept the 
application.  He was seconded by M. Kondrat.  The motion passed unanimously.  Greg Bergeron 
representing Guilford Holdings was present.  He explained that they wish to do small music 
festivals.  They were previously approved for food with their flea market site plan.  They would 
like to offer alcohol.  He explained they have discussed this with the Whetstone Restaurant, they 
have local bands and offer a portable bar and can come on site.   They would like to play it by 
ear, start small and see how it is accepted by the community. 
 
Chair Leary asked is a stage will be built.  (Yes, to fit a band). 
 
S. Lee asked if they have adequate power.  (Yes, over by the garage there is power, addition 
power could be run if needed).   What style of music will it be?  (No decision yet). 
 
Selectman Darcy asked what the hours of operation will be.  (8-10pm Friday and Saturday 
nights).  A. Diorio asked if this would be every weekend.  (Play it by ear).   
 
Selectman Darcy commented that a liquor license is required and is issued by the State of NH.  
The BOS would need to make a recommendation to approve the permit as well.  The food for 
vending is also through the State, he recommended contacting them to make sure they were all 
set.   



 
 
 
Chair Leary explained that there is a letter from an abutter with questions.  He will ask the 
questions and the letter is available in the Community Development Office.   

• Traffic count.  (No, we are not requesting a traffic count for this project).   
• The need for traffic control.  (If traffic became an issue the property owner would be 

responsible to hire traffic control.  This does not affect the tax base because it would be at 
the cost of the owner). 

• Parking on the side of the road.  (There is no parking allowed on the side of the road, 
there is adequate parking at the facility.  There may be at the most 50 cars, coming and 
going at different times, this could possibly affect traffic for 15 minutes).   

• Screening for weapons and drugs.  (There will be no screening.  The property owner 
wants to maintain a safe clean business, if issues start to occur the local police would be 
called.  This is not the type of venue that would require screening.  This is a business that 
do not wish to have unsavory characters present, they do not want their property 
damaged). 

• Noise.  (The town noise ordinance is 10pm.  The property has a very tall bank buffer 
which the Whetstone property does not have.  The buffer will stop most of the noise.  It is 
recommended that the music stop between 9-930 so ample time is given to the band prior 
to the 10pm noise ordinance). 

Chair Leary explained that the Fire Department would like to see a fence for safety reasons.  (We 
plan to put a fence up to keep the people away from the boat storage area).   
 
M. Kondrat asked if this would be offered to local bands.  (Yes).   
 
Selectman Darcy explained this is an allowable use for the property.  The Board felt it was a 
good idea.  They wish to see an updated site plan depicting the stage, fence and hours of 
operation.  Selectman Darcy made a motion to table the meeting until October 16th.  He was 
seconded by S. Lee.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Board Business: 
 
Selectman Darcy made a motion to approve the minutes dated 8-21-18.  He was seconded by S. Lee.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
CDC Lynch explained that a Vape Shop purchased 743 Brattleboro Rd.  They contacted her by phone 
asked for written permission that it is an allowable use.  She explained that it is retail and is an allowable 
use but could not put it in writing.  She recommended they attend a meeting, they didn’t have time prior 
to purchasing the property.  She advised them that a site plan for the business is required. 
 
Chair Leary explained that since the letter that was written to Andrew Shapiro pertaining to the Hope 
Building no attempt to contact the CDC Office has been made by the applicant.  Ms. Suskawicz was just 
outside prior to tonight’s meeting asking what was the next course of action.  Chair Leary explained that 
since their temporary change of use expires October 17th, they need to apply for a Variance with the 
Zoning Board.  Ms. Suskawicz assured him that she would contact Ms. Lynch in the morning. 
 
7:10pm The Board continued discussion pertaining to updating the Sign Ordinance.   
 
Off Premise Signage 



 
 

• Size - 18x24 lawn signs 
• 1 day only, 4 times a year per address per calendar year 
• May have 2 signs at one time 

 
Selectman Darcy asked what the procedure is if the ordinance doesn’t seem be affective or is too 
burdening to staff.  (Petition Warrant Article and in the mean time the Board could be working on the 
ordinance and no further permits would be issued).   
 
The Board would like CDC Lynch to write a draft of the ordinance and send to legal for 
recommendations. 
 
Shopping Center signs are currently good.  The ordinance allows for secondary signage per store front in 
the plaza up to 4ft. sq. to be added to the primary sign post. 
 
Selectman Darcy made a motion to adjourn at 7:45 pm.  He was seconded by M. Kondrat.  Motion to 
adjourn unanimous. 
 
Respectfully submitted,            
   
CDC Kathryn Lynch 


