
 
 
Planning Board 
Town of Hinsdale, NH 
Meeting August 21, 2018 
 
Present: Chair Sean Leary, CDC Kathryn Lynch, Stefan Zielonko, Tom Woodbury, Ann Diorio, Megan 
Kondrat, Shawn Lee and Selectman Mike Darcy.  Applicant and two members of the public were present. 
 
6:30pm Chair Leary read the agenda for an Informal Discussion with the Board, submitted by New 
England Wetland Plants Inc., Tax Map 30 Lot 70, 205 Meetinghouse Rd., in the Rural 
Agricultural District.  Applicant would like to discuss a wholesale native plant nursery at the 
proposed site.  Chair Leary explained to all that since this in an Informal Discussion all 
discussion is non-binding. 
 
David Anderson explained that he offers wholesale plants.  Trees, shrubs, and plants with a goal 
of reforestation and conservation.  All New England native items.  He currently has a business in 
Amherst Massachusetts and is looking to expand.  The most important need for the proposed 
parcel is access to water.  The first step they would like to take is this informal discussion so they 
can get feedback from the board.  Mr. Anderson passed out New England Wetlands Plants, Inc. 
brochures for the boards review.  He explained that the plants are not ornamental plants we offer 
a conservation nursery, we tolerate blemishes.  As a result, we don’t use much in the way of 
chemicals.   
 
There will be a few structures that are needed.  All plants are grown in pots with overhead 
irrigation.  A head house is needed, it is built in a central location, this is where plants are started.  
They collect seeds only from New England, local genotype plants are grown.  This structure is 
about 20x20.  It also has a cement pad off of it, this is a cooling platform to treat the seeds.   
 
Another structure is a production storage barn.  This barn is where the potting production takes 
place.  It houses a few machines and is about 60x40 possibly 40x100. 
There will also be a house on site.  An employee lives on site to take care of the day to day. 
Mr. Anderson passed a preliminary map of the area out to the Board showing boundaries, 
irrigation zone, town well and the 400’ radius, production storage barn, house site 1, office, 
space for preparation and sale, and the greenhouses. 
 
Customers call and order plants.  The plants are brought up and set at the preparation site.  
Customers do not walk throughout the property and pick plants out.  The head house needs to be 
in a central location.  The barn needs 3 phase power so it needs to be as close to the road as 
possible. 
 
All structures require a concreate structure.  The parcel is 23-24 acres in an area we know as Lily 
Pond.  We will need septic on site.   
 
Selectman Darcy asked about the site.  Mr. Corse, current owner of the parcel, explained that his 
permit to excavate runs out a year from September.  The pit is near its end.  Mr. Anderson 
approached him. 
 
Selectman Darcy also informed Mr. Anderson that may want to contact DES to ask about 
guidelines.  He also asked about trucks.  Mr. Anderson explained that they will have a couple 
tractor trailer and box trucks in and out of the parcel per week.  They will try to adhere to the 
hours of operation but may ask to start at 630am. 



 
 
 
Mr. Anderson explained that he would like the land to be in current use.  CDC Lynch explained 
that this would be taken care of in her office because that is an approved use. 
 
CDC Lynch explained that the next step is Design Review so that 3rd Party Review can be done 
prior to Development Review.  She also explained that she would set a meeting up between Mr. 
Anderson and the Water/Sewer Superintendent since he may have more information on the 
subject.   
 
Board Business: 
 
Motion for the Board to sign a Letter of Support for the TAP Grant, School St. made by A. 
Diorio and seconded by S. Zielonko.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Chair Leary explained that the Board can pick up the conversation pertaining to the sign 
ordinance next month. 
 
Chair Leary explained that last September the Hope Engine was moved to tax map 47 lot 14.  
The board was very clear in that the parcel was receiving a temporary change in use.  That the 
Planning Board could not give an extension of time and if any additional time was needed the 
applicants would need to apply for a variance with the ZBA.  The temporary change in use ends 
on October 1, 2018.  The Board asked CDC Lynch to write a letter to the applicant to remind 
them of the Notice of Decision. 
 
CDC Lynch brought a letter to the Board pertaining to the Ten-Year Plan from SWRPC.  The Board 
advised her to act on it as she needs to.  CDC Lynch also informed the Board about the upcoming Law 
Lectures.  Selectman Darcy will be attending all three and T. Woodbury will be attending one. 
 
S. Zielonko made a motion to approve the minutes dated 7-17-18.  He was seconded by T. Woodbury.  
The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Selectman Darcy made a motion to adjourn at 7:15 pm.  He was seconded by S. Zielonko.  Motion to 
adjourn unanimous. 
 
Respectfully submitted,            
   
CDC Kathryn Lynch 


