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Zoning Board of Adjustment meeting minutes for March 13, 2014 

Present: Chair John Smith, Lewis Major, Vice-Chair Todd Page, Bruce Bellville and CDC Kathryn 
Lynch.  Jay Ebbighausen was excused.  Applicant and three members of the public were present. 

6:00 pm, 11 Brown Drive. Chair John Smith called the meeting to order which was continued from March 
10, 2014 and reminded everyone that the public portion of this meeting is closed. 

The Board was shown the survey pin at the end of Mr. Wetherby’s property on Plain Road and shown 
approximately where the ground sign would be, which would be at least 15’ from the road and at least 10’ 
from his property lines.  The fence on the left side of driveway is his property line.  His property goes 
back diagonally to the left and the pine trees mark the boundary line between his home and the Gundry’s 
home.  His work vehicle will be parked in front of the garage with the truck’s stack facing the pine trees 

6:20 pm the Board met back at the Town Hall.  Chair John Smith informed the public that we were going 
into consultation with legal counsel under RSA 91-a: 2, I (b). 

6:45 pm the Board returned to the meeting.  Board then composed the Statement of Reasons. 

1. There would/would not be a diminution in value of surrounding properties as a result of the granting of 
this variance because: Bruce Bellville and Todd Page felt that the transportation business does diminish 
the value of property in the area Bruce because there would be an increase of traffic due to the business 
and the patrons that would stop by his office.  
 
2. The granting of this variance would/would not be contrary to the public interest because: Bruce 
Bellville, Todd Page and Lewis Major felt that granting the variance does effect the neighborhood. 
 
3.  Since: 

a.  the zoning restriction as applied to the property does/does not interfere with the reasonable use 
of the property, considering the unique setting of the property in its environment such that :  Bruce 
Bellville felt that the area is not zoned for this use, it is zoned R/A.  Lewis Major felt that the lot was 
purchased for a residence and will be sold as a residence. 

 
and:  b) there is/is not a fair and substantial relationship between the general purposes of the zoning 
ordinance and the specific restriction on the property because:  Todd Page explained that the reason this 
use is restricted in this district was to not allow this use to be permitted.    
   
and: c) the variance would/would not injure the public or private rights of others since: Todd Page felt 
it is not zoned for this type of business. Lewis Major felt that the business would generate more traffic in 
the area. 
 
 4.  By granting this variance substantial justice would/would not be done because:  Todd Page and 
Bruce Bellville both felt that because it is zoned R/A, it would set a precedent if granted.  Lewis Major felt 
that the business is a self-created hardship because the property was purchased as R/A and this type of 
business is not allowed in that district. 
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5.  The use contemplated by petitioner as a result of obtaining this variance would/would not be contrary 
to the spirit of the ordinance because: Todd Page stated that the Zoning Ordinance does not allow it in the 
R/A District. 
 
Lewis Major made a motion to approve the Statement of Reasons, seconded by Todd Page.  Chair John 
Smith repeated the motion and called for individual vote, Todd Page (aye), Lewis Major (aye), Bruce 
Bellville (aye), and Chair John Smith (aye).  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Lewis Major made a motion to deny the Use Variance, seconded by Todd Page.  Chair John Smith 
repeated the motion and called for individual vote, Todd Page (aye), Lewis Major (aye), Bruce Bellville 
(aye), and Chair John Smith (aye).  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Chair John Smith informed Rick Wetherby that his Application for a Use Variance was denied, and that 
paperwork would be sent to him by CDC Kathryn Lynch pertaining to the meeting within 144 business 
hours.  
 
Chair John Smith closed the meeting. 
 
7:30 pm Bruce Bellville made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Todd Page, motion to adjourn 
unanimous. 
 

Respectfully submitted by,          

 

CDC Kathryn Lynch       


