
Selectmen’s Meeting Minutes

Monday, September 24, 2012
Present:  Chairman Smith, Selectmen Darcy, Ebbighausen, Rideout, & Schill, and TA Collins.  Chairman Smith was excused.
6:00 p.m.  Vice-Chairman Darcy called the meeting to order.

Selectmen reviewed the manifest.

6:30 p.m.  Public Hearing was called regarding the Amendments to the Yard Sale Ordinance.

7:05 p.m.  Selectmen’s meeting was called back to order.

Police Chief Faulkner spoke before the board with updates from the Police Department.

Chief Faulkner discussed the Police Department getting approval for an OHRV grant and was awarded $1,080.00 for four wheel enforcement on trails.  This does not include snowmobile enforcement.

Selectman Ebbighausen made a motion to authorize Chief Faulkner to sign the grant for this year until June of 2013, Selectman Schill second.  Motion passes unanimously.

Chief Faulkner discussed an issue that came to him at the Post Office.  The Postal workers are concerned about people parking in the entry way/alley way between the Post Office and the Town Hall.  TA Collins suggested making it into a fire lane, that way it would not stop foot traffic but would vehicles from parking there.

It was discussed to review the Traffic Ordinance.

Chief Faulkner discussed the protest on the water lines of Vermont Yankee and the Police Departments role.  Chief Faulkner said it was a peaceful protest.  Vermont Yankee has funding for assistance in the enforcement.  Vermont Yankee has given the Hinsdale Police Department to use their radio frequency.

Chief Faulkner discussed looking into Federal funding for addition equipment in the police cruisers.  He has a grant writing helping him looking into such funds.

Chief Faulkner discussed the press release of the suicide at the local Wal-Mart.

Chief Faulkner discussed an issue at the grade school playground after dark.  There was a needle on the playground.  There is Federal funding to provide cameras at the playground that he is looking into.

Chief Faulkner discussed the special school program regarding continued law enforcement.   They are hoping to role it into a credit course.  The course is a basic Police Department 101 course.  Wayne Gallagher will be participating in the program.   

The Police Department participated in the range on Saturday, on River Road, everyone qualified.  Chief will be preparing a press release.  It was discussed on some complaints regarding shooting noise.  Chief informed the board that the public should not be using fire arms within in 300 feet of residential or commercial property.

Chief discussed the four grants the Police Department received over the last year.  The grants have been very successful.

The Police Department received their vests with the help of some grants.  They are much thicker and heavier and have side protection. 
Chief Faulkner applied for a 12 month grand to increase speed zone protection.

The Police Department has received thank yous for the additional patrolling on Meeting House Road.

Selectman Schill asked the Chief if he had a chance to looking into Idle-Rite.  Chief does not think it would very cost effective.  A discussion was further had regarding the fuel economy with the Police vehicles.
7:50 The Selectmen reviewed the manifests of September 17th and September 24th 2012.  Selectman Ebbighausen made a motion to approve the manifests, second by Darcy.  Selectman Rideout abstained.  Motion passes.
The Selectmen reviewed the minutes of September 10 and September 17, 2012.  Selectmen Ebbighausen made a motion to approve the minutes, second by Rideout.  Selectman Darcy and Smith abstained.  Motion passes.  

Selectman Ebbighausen made a motion to sign a Tax Abatement for Jared Lachance, property located at 8 Pine Street, Thicket Hill, in the amount of $190.12, for tax pre-payment, Selectman Darcy second.  Selectman Schill abstained.  Motion passes.

Selectman Ebbighausen made a motion for the following tax rebates.  Discussion was had regarding the clean of the tax system.  The tax rebates are as follows:

6 Freedom Acres, in the amount of $158.28

7 Gateway Drive, in the amount of $132.83

42 Pine Street, in the amount of $4.77

20 Springbrook, in the amount of $1.99

17 park Drive, in the amount of $4.90

794 Northfield Road, in the amount of $290.43

Selectman Darcy second.  Motion passed unanimously.
Selectman Darcy made a motion to have the Chair sign a facility request for the use of the Town Community Room on October 27 from 7am-5pm, a Basic Disaster Life Support First Aid Class, Selectman Ebbighausen second.  Motion passes unanimously.
Selectman Ebbighausen made a motion to have the Chair sign a facility request for the use of the Town Hall’s upstairs main hall on November 10 from 1pm-4pm for the Girl Scouts Investiture, Selectman Darcy second.  Motion passes unanimously.

TA Collins discussed Budget with the Selectmen.   TA Collins gave the Selectmen hand out for review at the next Selectmen’s Meeting.

TA Collins discussed a letter that was prepared for the Selectmen to sign to Deborah George regarding her request for abatement.  Selectman Ebbighausen made a motion to sign said letter, Selectman Rideout second.  Motions pass unanimously.

TA Collins discussed a letter received from Duff Delano requesting partial abatement for water and sewer charges for the 2nd quarter of 2012 and him requesting an extension to his issuance of water and sewer connection to his property, which was issued to him in September of 2011.  There was a brief discussion regarding his letter.  Selectman Ebbighausen made a motion to deny the first request but approve the second request, Selectman Darcy second.  Motion passes unanimously.

Selectman Schill discussed the possibility of restoring the Antique Hose Car and possibly donating it the Historical Society.  Selectman Schill made motion to the donation, Selectman Darcy second.  Selectman Ebbighausen abstained.  Motion passes.
TA Collins discussed the projecting a tax rate for 2012, which does not include the updated utility assessments or the county tax rate, which has not been determined.  If everything goes well we hope to see a decrease in the town rate by $3.41.

TA Collins discussed the Public Hearing regarding the Bus Schedule possibly starting on October 3.  The Federal Grant was approved.

The public made a comment to encourage friends and family to take the bus.

There will be a Public Hearing on Monday, October 15, 2012 regarding the CDBG Grant for MEDC/ Tri-State Firearms, LLC project.  Jack Duggan will be present.

TA Collins discussed the budgets are coming and the data is being entered.  2008-2012 expenditure report is being prepared.  There was a discussion regarding consolidated phone/internet plans to possibly save some money.
Selectman Rideout discussed the Recreation Committee meeting; regarding possibly one day a week have a program at the Community Center for the kids in town.  They have a concern they cannot get access.  Selectman Ebbighausen mentioned discussing this with the Community Center Board to discuss the use of the building.

Selectman Darcy asked where we were regarding the incidents with the Summer Camp, investigations and reviewing the Person Manuel and Policies.  Selectman Rideout discussed using Ashland’s policies as a guide.  

Selectman Ebbighausen got approached at the Land Fill by Larry Freeze regarding his wash out and wanted to use some gravel.  He was told he needed to speak with the Highway Department to see what needs to be done.

There was a discussion regarding the Masonic Temple and going through the deeding process and the time frame.

Selectman Schill discussed possibly meeting with Brattleboro, Winchester and Chesterfield’s Selectman to have a corporative region.

Selectman Darcy discussed the Planning Boards meeting.  Tractor Supply will be moving into Town.  The site plan was giving to Community Development office.  DOT was spoken with.

Selectman Ebbighausen discussed the bridge project and managing expectations.   The bridge is on the 10 year list and needs to be enforced.

Selectman Smith discussed Northfield Mount Herman has been sold and staff and students would be needing housing and attracting them to town.

Selectman Smith also discussed the Grange is now using the Historical Society.   There will be a yard sale, bake sale on October 6, 2012.

The public discussed the School Board’s goals and getting a survey out to the public servicing Winchester.

 9:00 p.m.
Selectman Rideout made a motion to go into a Non-Public Meeting 
RSA 91, A:3-d

Vote are as follows: Smith-I; Ebbighausen – I; Rideout – I; Darcy – I; Schill –I.  Motion passes.

9:30 p.m.  Selectman Ebbighausen made a motion to come out of Non-Public Meeting, Selectman Darcy second.  Motion passed unanimously.

Selectman Ebbighausen made a motion to seal the Non-Public Meeting Minutes, Selectman Darcy second.  Motion passes unanimously.

9:30 p.m.  Selectman Ebbighausen made a motion to adjourn, second by Selectman Darcy.  Motion passes unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

Jill Collins
Town Administrator
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