
Hinsdale Cemetery Trustees Meeting
October 20, 2016

Present: Trustees Lewis Major, Tom Woodbury, Barb Fostyck, Selectman Wayne Gallagher. Sexton 
Tony Orzino was excused.

6:30 pm. L. Major called the meeting to order.

Upon a motion duly made and seconded, it was unanimously
VODTED: To accept the minutes dated September 29, 2016 of the previous meeting.

There was more discussion of the tree work in the Hooker Cemetery and the removal of a tree from the 
adjacent neighbor’s (Johnson) land. The issue is not yet resolved.

The Cemetery Trustees met with the Johnsons at the tree on Thursday, October 6, 2016. The Johnsons 
did not indicate that the tree was rotten or leaning. The remaining tree stump is clearly on the Johnson’s
side of the metal fence between the cemetery and their land. The Johnsons believe the fence is the 
boundary between their land and the cemetery.

W. Gallagher was able to add some insight into what the Selectmen have heard regarding this issue:

The tree was removed because it was struck by lightning and the top third was rotten.
Town Administrator Jill Collins has a letter from a Forester about the condition of the tree after 
it was taken down.
TA Collins thought or assumed that Sexton Tony Orzino had talked with the Johnsons before 
removing the tree.
TA Collins thought the tree was a “boundary tree.”
The Selectmen heard the tree was leaning into the cemetery and the top third was rotten.

This leaves the Cemetery Trustees with more questions than answers. Why was the tree taken down? 
Who ordered it? Why weren’t the Johnsons consulted beforehand? Was it a “boundary tree?”

W. Gallagher noted that Richard Johnson is on the agenda for the next Selectmen’s meeting (Monday, 
October 24, 2016).

The Cemetery Trustees hope this issue can be resolved at that meeting and they individually hope to 
attend the meeting.

It was decided that the next scheduled meeting of the Cemetery Trustees will be Thursday, November 
3, 2016 at 6:30 pm., the meeting to be held in the Town Hall.

There being no further business to come before the meeting, it was unanimously 
VOTED: To adjourn.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:05 pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Thomas C. Woodbury, Clerk


